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Research on Social Safety in Interverse Spaces: An Online Experiment on Social Interaction
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Abstract: Mutual cooperation is the foundation of human development and the defining characteristic of the human species. The
question of why people cooperate with others in social dilemma situations where individual and group interests conflict remains
an unsolved challenge for science. Social scientists have frequently framed social dilemmas within economic game theory as an
experimental paradigm. The most widely accepted finding from these studies is a decline in cooperation rates over repeated
interactions. This research examines the possibility that this decline in cooperation rates due to repeated interactions stems from
the real effort required to acquire resources—an aspect often abstracted away by many studies when fitting social dilemmas into
the framework of economic games.
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